Peking University Summer School International 2009

Courses List and Descriptions
Part 1: Courses List
	Course No.
	Course T itle
	Teaching Staff

	30340005
	Hydrology and the Water Resources of China
	WANG Hongya

	30340009
	Chinese Folklore and Culture
	WANGJuan

	30340001
	Contemporary Chinese Literature and Film
	QIN Liyan

	30340004
	Discovering Chinese History in Beijing
	ZHAO Dongmei

	30340006
	Chinese Economy: Reforms and Challenges
	CHEN Dong

	30340002
	Local traditions and Chinese Society
	QIU Zeqi

	30340008
	Survey of Theories about Nation and How (Not) to Apply Them to China
	ZHANG Jian

	30340003
	Chinese Music
	BI Minghui

	30340007
	Air Pollution and Health Effects in Contemporary China
	HUANG Wei
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Part 2: Courses Descriptions
1.
	
	30340005

	Course No.
	

	
	Hydrology and the Water Resources of China

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor WANG Hongya

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This  course  introduces  hydrology  and  water  resources  in  China.  The  course  starts  with  a description  of  the  spatial  patterns  and  temporal  variations  of  precipitation,  evaporation,  and runoff--three of the most significant hydrological phenomena. It then turns to Chinese rivers and lakes  by  looking  into  hydrological  conditions  of  the  10  first-class  river  systems  (Yangtze-River System,  Yellow-River  System,  Peal-River  System,  etc  )  and  lakes  in  5  regions  (East  China  Plain,

T ibet Plateau, Xinjiang and Inner-Mongolia Plateau, etc). Topics include surface water resource in

10 first-class regions, which are virtually the catchments of the 10 aforementioned first-class river systems and in 31 provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities; regimens of groundwater resource  of  plain  and  mountain  areas  of  north  and  south  China;  generalization  on  total  water resources by summarizing the separate descriptions on surface water and groundwater; the main issues and problems concerning water resources in China.


2.
	
	30340009

	Course No.
	

	
	Chinese Folklore and Culture

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor WANG Juan

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This  course  introduces  the  Chinese  people  and  their  culture  from  the  perspectives  of  myths, folktales,  festivals,  traditional  food,  folk arts  and  architectures,  and so  on. Within  these  topics, the  course  focuses  on  some  of  the  key  themes  of  Chinese  culture  such  as  history,  safety, sacredness, family, gods, and order. Topics include myths and history; women in Chinese folktales; spring  festival  paintings,  paper-cuts  and  the  idea  of  sacredness;  traditional  Chinese  festivals; temples  and  gods;  mianhua  (steamed  cakes  used  in  traditional  wedding  ceremony  in  western regions); siheyuan (traditional Chinese housing); Children’s songs and ballads.
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3.
	
	30340001

	Course No.
	

	
	Contemporary Chinese Literature and Film

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor QIN Liyan

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This course leads the students through important contemporary Chinese literature and films that deal  with  20th-century  Chinese  history  and  culture.  All  novels  covered  come  with  films  by important filmmakers so that the students can develop a good command of works in both media and learn to discern the ways in which novels are adapted into films.

Texts: Liu Heng, Black Snow; Su Tong, Raise the Red Lantern; Yu Hua, To Live.

Films: Chen Kaige, Yellow Earth; Xie Jin, Hibiscus Town; Xie Fei, Black Snow; Zhang Yimou, Raise the Red Lantern; Zhang Yimou, To Live.

Assessment: attendance and participation (15%), presentation (15%), 8-10 page paper (70%).


4.
	
	30340004

	Course No.
	

	
	Discovering Chinese History in Beijing

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor ZHAO Dongmei

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This course offers a general introduction to Chinese history from 1840 to the 1970s with a focus

on Beijing as China’s political, economic, and cultural center. It traces back to the last years of the Qing  Empire  for  the  roots  of  China’s  backwardness  and  the  initial  efforts  of  China’s  elites  for self-strengthening, follows generations of Chinese politicians and intellectuals in their struggle to find a way to modernize China. Influential historic events and figures are introduced in historical sequence  with  field  trips  to  historical  sites  in  Beijing.  Classroom  discussions  often  follow  the lectures. Students are required to read weekly assigned readings before class and to be prepared

to discuss and answer questions in class.

Assessment: attendance and participation, reading report, final paper.


5.
	
	30340006

	Course No.
	

	
	Chinese Economy: Reforms and Challenges

	Course T itle
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	Professor CHEN Dong

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	Can there be a market in a socialist economy? Karl Marx answered ‘No’ unequivocally. This course places  the  financial system  reform in China  in its  historical  context  with  markets  and  socialism debate. The course reviews the history of financial system reform in China in the context of both the reform of whole economic system and the openness to the outside world; appraises China’s financial  reform  to  financial  institutions,  financial  markets,  central  bank,  and  price  stability strategies;  covers  topics  such  as  financial  structure,  financial  deepening,  and  financial  crisis. Students  learn  how  to  use  the  theory  of  economics  (such  as  moral  hazard,  adverse  selection, coordination  failure,  social  choices  and  welfare  economics)  to  analyze  financial  phenomena  in China.


6.
	
	30340002

	Course No.
	

	
	Local traditions and Chinese Society

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor QIU Zeqi

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This   course   examines   the   diversity   of   China   in   local   tradition   and   culture   to   provide   an understanding of Chinese society.
The course introduces localized traditions as examples of how

a society can be united and solidified with one language and different religions, traditions, and

cultures. The course integrates knowledge of historical geography, cultural geography, and social economic  development.
It  divides  China  into  12  regions  in  terms  of  social  economic  life, religion, ethnicity, food, culture, and more, and discusses, for each region, its historical evolution, formation  of  its  tradition,  and  its  social  and  economical  relation  to  the  whole  China.  Lecture topics include diversified Chinese society; territory change and the formation of local tradition; the Confucian culture and commerce; religions; agriculture; animal husbandry and livelihood in west China;  orthodoxy  and agriculture  in central China; Han  and minorities in north  and  south China; tradition and reality.


7.
Course No.
30340008
Course T itle
Survey of Theories about Nation and How (Not) to Apply Them to China
Teaching Staff
Professor ZHANG Jian
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Course Description
This  course  guides  students  through  the  literature  on  nationalism  and  nation-building  with
emphasis on the building of the Chinese nation in the past one and a half centuries, and explores the  significance  of  nationalism  in  the  modern  world.
It  begins  with  an  introduction  to  the mainstream theories of nationalism, nation, and nation-building developed by western scholars based  on  the  experience  of  western  people  over  the  past  four  or  five  hundred  years.  It  then reviews  the  origin,  process,  dynamics,  and  policies  of  Chinese  nation  building  by  posing  such questions  as:  Should  the  history  of  the  Chinese  nation  be  traced  back  to  ancient  myths?  Or should China as a nation be seen as a recent and novel invention of the past century? If China as nation is essentially new, why did this new invention of nation start in the first place? Who is/are the  main  builder(s)  of  this new nation?  What role  does the  long past of  this people  play  in its reincarnation  as  a  nation?  Why  are  the  ethnic  minority  people  within  China  of  particular importance  to  any  successful  nation  building  efforts?  The  third  section  tries  to  answer  the following  question:  if  China  and  the  rest  of  the  world  continue  to  interact  and  re/shape  each other,  then  what  do  the  experiences  of  the  people  who  bear  political,  historical,  and  cultural resemblances mean to the future of the Chinese nation and its role in world affairs?

Assessment: participation (20%), 8-12 page research plan (20%), 30-page research paper (60%), Students  should  contact  the  instructor  as  early  as  possible  about  their  preferred  topics  and writing plans.

8.
	
	30340003

	Course No.
	

	
	Chinese Music

	Course T itle
	

	
	Professor BI Minghui

	Teaching Staff
	

	
	

	
	

	Course Description

	This course is a journey of Chinese music and culture. The main feature of this course, 12 hours per week, finished in 3 weeks, 2 marks, is that it will be an interaction by enjoying many soloists

on Chinese music in classroom, and you will be involved at the atmosphere with performing and interpreting by teacher.
We ensure that it is unique experience on Chinese music in China.


9.
Course No.
30340007
Course T itle
Air Pollution and Health Effects in Contemporary China
Teaching Staff
Professor HUANG Wei
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Course Description
This  course  focuses  on  emerging  environmental  and  health  issues  in  fast  developing  Asia,
particularly   in   contemporary   China;   possible   solutions   for   reaching   the   balance   between development and sustainability; China's directions in the new century. The course discusses the government  agenda  in  battling  air  pollution  using  as  a  case  study  the  "Air  Pollution  Control Program  Ensuring  Green  Olympic  in  China.”  Other  topics  include  public  awareness  and  air standard setting and regional (or national) pollution monitoring and control network.

In addition to in-class review and discussion, the course includes field trips to local environmental and public health administrative offices and monitoring sites.

